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P.O. Box 1662                                                                                                                          
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

CRIA O�ce (970) 731-7133 

 

www.ChimneyRockCo.org 

 

Chimney Rock Interpretive Association is devoted to providing increasing numbers 
of visitors with a meaningful, enjoyable educational experience through                
interpretive tours and special programs, and to the long term preservation of   
Chimney Rock National Monument. 
 

 

Chimney Rock Interpretive Association (CRIA) is a 501(c)3  non-pro4t volunteer 
organization with headquarters in Pagosa Springs, Colorado.  CRIA promotes   
public education, interpretation and stewardship of culture and history through 
guided tours and special events.  7ere are over 100 trained volunteers who present 
the monthly programs and who support the mission to preserve and protect the 
Monument while educating the public.  

CRIA o8ers free tours to all educational institutions/school groups and Native 
Americans.  CRIA has accommodated over 1,000 students ranging from 4rst grade 
to college age at no charge in less than a 5 month period.  

CRIA stands behind its mission statement by li:ing the 4nancial burden from     
educators and students.  CRIA does not receive funding from federal or state      
governments; therefore, donations are vital for continued programming and site 
preservation. 
 

While CRIA received 501(c)(3) status in 2004, the volunteers who make up CRIA 
have provided the interpretive program at Chimney Rock for more than 20 years. 
Only four year-round part-time sta8 are employed which makes over 100             
volunteers the back bone of this organization. 7ese passionate volunteers run the 
daily operations, tours, special programs, educational activities, visitor’s cabin, and 
routine maintenance of the site. An average of 16,000 hours and 70,000 miles are 
accumulated annually by CRIA volunteers. 

Chimney Rock National Monument brings much needed economic prosperity to 
the four corners region attracting nearly 12,000 visitors annually. CRIA launched a 
marketing and public relations campaign in 2015 which yielded a 32% increase in 
visitation in one year.  

 



 

CRIA operates the tour program at Chimney Rock National Monument through a   
special use permit from the US Forest Service.  As the permit holder, CRIA is  required 
to follow all applicable Forest Service regulations and must pay a 6% permit fee to the 
Forest Service based on gross sales and tour fees

CRIA o8ers free school group tours to over 1,000 students annually, the Junior          
Archaeology book and badges, and the mobile classroom at the site providing              
interactive material for children to learn more about the people and the place they lived.  

CRIA hosts a lecture series several times a year free of charge where the public is        
invited to learn more about archaeology and related topic from experts in the 4eld. (For 
example: Dr. Kim Malville, an archaeoastronomer, Dr. Steve Lekson, Curator of        
Archaeology at the University of Colorado, Ravis Henry of the Navajo Nation/Canyon 
de Chelly, and Dan Simplicio, Cultural Specialist at Crow Canyon). 

 

• CRIA was awarded the 2013 Caroline Bancro: History Project award from History 
Colorado for their  contribution toward the designation of Chimney Rock as a     
National Monument.  

• In 2012, CRIA was nationally recognized with 7e Volunteer Group of the Year 
award by the Forest Service. CRIA works closely with local government entities to 
create a positive economic impact for the region since the monument designation. 
Volunteers strive to create a meaningful educational experience that will increase 
visitation to the area. At the same time, CRIA volunteers are committed to long 
term preservation of this national monument.  

• 2015 Colorado Governor’s Tourism Award for outstanding community tourism 
initiative. CRIA received this award in recognition of its excellence in the              
promotion of tourism in the Southwest region of the state, utilization of              
partnerships, creativity and innovation in the initiative, and contribution to the   
local economy.   

• CRIA has worked closely with the Forest Service on the management plan and     
interpretive plan for the site since the designation. 

• In 2013 CRIA began working with the Southern Ute Indian tribe to bring youth  
interns to the monument to work. 7is has been a highly successful relationship 
that we hope continues for years to come. 

• Tracks Across Borders Byway (TABB): CRIA has a representative on the board of 
this  approved byway in S.W. Colorado and Northern New Mexico. Chimney Rock 
National Monument is a stop on this byway.  
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Tours and programs are provided by the sta8 and volunteers of Chimney Rock 
Interpretive Association.  7ere is no entry fee-only tour and program fees.  Tour 
and program fees support maintenance and protection of the site, the interpretive 
program, educational programs and volunteer training.  All tour fees are consid-
ered a non-refundable donation. Please visit our website at 
www.ChimneyRockCo.org for tour times as they may vary during the season. 
 

7e guided tour is approximately 2 hours in length plus 15 minute drive time each 
way to the mesa top parking lot.  7e guided walking tour is informative and fun 
and includes both the Great Kiva Trail and the Pueblo Trail.  Guests will see a 44-
foot diameter Great Kiva, pit house, a multi-family dwelling and several other   
excavated structures.  At the top, Chimney Rock’s Chacoan-style Great House 
Pueblo is spectacular against the backdrop of the San Juan Mountains.   
 

7e Audio-Guided Kiva Tour is available between 10:00am and 3:00pm..            
7is tour includes the Great Kiva Trail only, which is ADA accessible.  Visitors 
will listen to a pre-recorded audio commentary which gives in-depth information 
about the structures viewed and the people who lived there.   7e Kiva Trail has 
breathtaking views of the Piedra River Valley and Peterson Ridge, a 44-foot       
diameter excavated Great Kiva and excavated pit house.   



 

 

 

7e interpretive program at Chimney Rock includes opportunities to see the site in 

a di8erent light.  All special program fees are considered a non-refundable             

donation. 

Enjoy the night sky in a truly dark environment.  7e evening starts with a talk at 
the Visitor Cabin.  As darkness descends, guests will be given the opportunity to 
view the night sky with telescopes.  7is program is perfect for young families and 
those with limited mobility. 
 

Volunteers light the trail to the mesa top, where before the twin spires, a speaker 
tells the story of the Ancient Puebloans and their likely relationship with the moon. 
Guests then watch the full moon rise over the mountain peaks while listening to live 
Native American Lute music.  You’ll be torn between looking west to see the     
spectacular sunset or focusing on the eastern mountains to see the 4rst sliver of 
moon.  A pre-program tour of the Great Kiva Trail is also o8ered with the Early 
Tour/Full Moon Package.   
 

 

View the partially illuminated moon at Chimney Rock through telescopes when   
the lunar terminator cuts across the face of the moon and brings details into sharp 
relief (not to be confused with the Full Moon program). 7is program includes an       
interactive discussion at the Visitor's Cabin on the archaeoastronomy of Chimney 
Rock and a preview of what guests may expect to see with the telescopes. Visitors 
will then drive to the upper parking lot for telescope viewing of speci4c moon      
locations. As the moon is setting, focus will shi: to deeper-sky objects, plus any   
man-made object that comes into view.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Watch the sun rise over the San Juan Mountains this 4rst day of summer and      
discuss how the Ancients may have lived and why they celebrated the solstice. 
 

 

Watch the sun rise over the San Juan Mountains this 4rst day of autumn and       
discuss how the Ancients may have lived and why they celebrated the equinox. 
 

 

7is free, family-oriented festival is held at Chimney Rock’s Visitor Cabin.  Enjoy 
interactive demonstrations of cra:s and skills of Ancestral Puebloan culture and a 
Native American market. 



3179 State HWY 151                                                                                                        
Chimney  Rock , CO 81121 

 

 

Visitor Cabin at Monument, May 15-September 30  (970) 883-8359 

 

Chimney Rock National Monument is located in Southwest Colorado.                  
7e site lies o8 Highway 151, 3 miles south of Highway 160, between                      
Pagosa Springs and Durango.  Chimney Rock is approximately 20 miles west of 
Pagosa Springs, 40 miles east of Durango, 300 miles from Denver and 230 miles 
from Albuquerque. 

Chimney Rock  National Monument is open May 15th through September 30th for 
Guided and Audio-Guided Kiva tours, monthly programs and special events. 
 

• Chimney Rock  National Monument was a sacred place, a celestial observatory 
and a seasonal calendar for the Ancestral Puebloans over 1000 years ago.   

• 7e twin spires are known as Chimney Rock and Companion Rock.   

• Chimney Rock was proclaimed a National Monument on September 21, 2012.  
7e designation was made under the Antiquities Act with bi-partisan support 
from Colorado o�cials, Native Americans, local businesses and other stake-
holders. 

• Chimney Rock has been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1970.  

• Chimney Rock is the most isolated and remote of the “outlier” communities 

connected to Chaco Canyon and is also the highest in elevation. 

• Chimney Rock National Monument encompasses 4,726 acres, preserving    

hundreds of prehistoric sites including the Great Kiva, a multi-family dwelling 

and a Chacoan-style Great House Pueblo. 

• 7e 4rst excavation at Chimney Rock was in the 1920s, and the most recent  

was in 2009. 

• Between 2004 and 2007, the Major Lunar Standstill (MLS) moon rose              

periodically between the two stone pillars of Chimney Rock.  7is event         

occurs every 18.6 years and is believed to have inLuenced construction of the 

Chacoan-style  Great House. Whether coincidental or planned, the Great 

House is a natural observatory for the MLS. 

 


